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Von Tom Wolfe : I Am Charlotte Simmons  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth 
my time, and all praised I Am Charlotte Simmons: 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen2 von 2 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. this 
book falls a little flat comparatively.Von HarrietAfter reading 'Bonfire' and 'Quest' von Kostantinos. consecutively and 
absolutely adoring both( Don't miss them ), I just had to devour anything by Tom Wolfe. After waiting for the book to 
become available in paperback, I snapped it up. Riding on the high of the previous two books, I must admit my 
expectations were grand. Unfortunately, I was disappointed and like many others, I tried so hard not to be. I did not 
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open this book impartially, I opened it certain it would be great and passage by passage (although not word by word as 
the language is still spot on) I sunk further and further into the land of discontent. I guess at the heart of my 
disappointment was the fact I simply did not like Charlotte. I swung between mild dislike and apathy towards 
Charlotte and often found her grating and overall, quite a shallow construction. Although Charlie Crocker possessed 
many deplorable traits he was a character who was as the title describes, 'full', he was brimming with life. His spirit 
sprung off every page and I visualized him vividly, expression to expression. However, Charlotte seems well, insipid. 
Although she experienced a great deal of heartache, I never really felt for her, I never really cared that much about 
what happened to her.I felt strangely detached from her plight. Her relationship with JoJo at the end was completely 
incredulous. I guess we only see what most want to see of a young woman - vulnerable perfectionist who seeks only 
what earns her approval from others - good grades (for Momma and Pappa and Miss Pemberton), diesel jeans (for the 
other girls), cool boyfriend (for peers). Who is Charlotte Simmons and what does she really want for herself? That we 
never discover. Although I suspect it may involve Mr Starling! And for the redeeming features?As an Australian with 
only a very basic knowledge, mainly gathered from Hollywood films of American university life, I was fascinated by 
the fraternities, sorities and cliques of all descriptions. The bribery offer from Pierce Pierce proved an engrossing part 
of the book, however, this is familiar territory for the author, and in my opinion, where he is at his best. Perhaps if I 
read this book before the others I would have been more satisfied, but knowing the brilliance and tremendous insight 
that Wolfe is capable of means.1 von 1 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Ein Fest fr Wolve Fans, ein 
Erlebnis fr Einsteiger und Nicht-KennerVon A. MajewskiWirklich unglaublich! Jedes Mal, wenn ein neuer Tom 
Wolve rauskommt, denke ich mir, es ist unmglich seinen Stil den Leser stundenlang an den Sessel zu fesseln, zu 
toppen. Doch auch dieses Mal ist es tatschlich so, da man das Buch in hunderten Seiten auf einmal verschlingt und 
einfach nicht wegkommt.Die Story selbst ist sehr gut, vielleicht nicht sehr origninell, aber das steht nicht im 
Vordergrund. Charlotte Simmons ist eine Musterschlerin aus Alleghany County, einem der rmsten Teile West 
Virginias. Nebst ihrer herausragenden schulischen Leistungen, die sie zum Teil ihrer sehr konservativ erziehenden 
Mutter zu verdanken hat, schafft sie es auch, in Dupont aufgenommen zu werden. Dupont ist eine fiktive 
Eliteuniversitt - einige meinen es sein in Wahrheit "Duke" - auf der Zustnde herrschen, die in gewisser Weise der 
Realitt entsprechen, natrlich vollkommen berzeichnet von Tom Wolve, aber irgendwo ist immer ein Funke Wahrheit 
dabei. Diese Uni ist nicht das, als was sie sich verkauft. Denn statt ein Tempel des Wissens zu sein, hortet sie entweder 
unheimlich erfolgreiche "Student-Athletes", die keine Ahnung vom Studieren haben, oder verzogene Kinder der 
amerikanischen Elite, die nur an Konsum und Sex interessiert sind. Charlotte Simmons trifft auf diese Welt und erlebt 
eine Schock-Situation nach der anderen, lt sich zu sehr gehen und schafft es letztendlich nicht, ihre Vorstze zu 
halten.Neben dem aalglatten Flu der Story, welcher im Stile von "Man in Full" oder "Bonfire of the Vanities" den 
Leser andauern in Hochspannung hlt, ist das absolut Unbertreffliche die Tiefe und Realittsnhe. In seinem Alter htte 
man ihm das nie zugetraut, da er die Denkweise einer Generation von 18-22 jhrigen so punktgenau beischreiben kann, 
wie in diesem Buch. Deshalb ist die englische Version die einzige, die zu empfehlen ist. Das Buch besticht durch 
authentische Sprachstudien, die bis ins Tausendste gehen. Manchmal glaubt man wirklich, man ist ein junger, 
unzerstrbarer Student auf dem Campus einer Eliteuni. Auch hat sich Wolve getraut, die amerikanische Doppelmoral 
mitten ins Herz zu treffen. Das oft genannte stockkonservative Amerika trifft auf die Realitt einer Elite, die eigentlich 
auch die moralische Elite dieses Landes sein sollte, sich aber ganz am anderen Ende des Verhaltens-Spektrums 
befindet.Das Buch ist definitiv jedem zu empfehlen. Niemand wird es leid tun, es gelesen zu haben und fr die 
unglaublich tiefen Verhaltens-Einblicke, die nie auch nur annhernd langweilig erscheinen, gibt es fnf Sterne. 
Vielleicht, um genau zu sein, 4.75, denn das Ende htte doch etwas lnger dauern knnen. Man wird zuerst knappe 700 
Seiten im Stile Wolves perfekt dahingetragen, bis es dann die letzten 50 etwas zu schnell geht. Kein Haken, kein 
Fehler oder so, doch ich htte mir ein klein Wenig mehr Detail am Ende erwartet, wo auf einmal Monate bersprungen 
werden, whrend man 700 Seiten lang in Tagesabstnden eingestimmt wird.11 von 13 Kunden fanden die folgende 
Rezension hilfreich. liest sich wie nix...Von sopherli am charlotte simmons ist das neueste werk von tom wolfe, der 
v.a. mit 'bonfire of the vanities' (verfilmt mit tom hanks) furore machte.der plot des buches ist rasch erzhlt: ein 
hochintelligentes aber prdes und naives sdstaaten mdchen kommt an eine elite uni. hier konzentreirt sie sich zuerst auf 
ihr studium, macht aber bald bekanntschaft mit den schattenseiten des collegelebens: oberflchliche und zickige 
collegegirls, die sie links liegen lassen, oberflchliche und teilweise auch dumme sportler, und intelligente randgruppen. 
charlotte fhlt sich als landei (wird verstrkt durch ihren sdstaaten-slang), sie wrde gerne dazugehren zu den hippen und 
coolen. das gelingt ihr auch, allerdings zu einem hohen preis. mehr mchte ich nicht verraten.das buch liest sich sehr 
schnell, denn es ist flssig geschrieben und gibt einen interessanten einblick, wie das uni leben in den usa zu laufen 
scheint (nmlich sex drugs). wolf hat mit einer linguistin an dem buch gearbeitet, die fr ihn den z.zeit aktuellen college-
slang untersuchen sollte, um dem buch so authentizitt zu verleihen. das ist auch gelungen (witzig ist im 1. drittel des 
buches eine kurze studie ber die verwendung des wortes 'shit').warum meiner ansicht nach das buch "nur" 4 sterne 
verdient hat, ist, dass wolf hier sein besonderes talent ein wenig ausser acht gelassen hat: er ist meister darin, seine 
characters anhand einer einzigen szene zu charakterisieren (was besonders gut im buch 'a man in full' gelungen 



ist).trotzdem: ein feines buch, das mir sehr viel spass gemacht hat!

KurzbeschreibungDupont University - the Olympian halls of learning housing the cream of America's youth, the 
roseate Gothic spires and manicured lawns suffused with tradition... Or so it appears to beautiful, brilliant Charlotte 
Simmons, a sheltered freshman from Sparta, North Carolina, who has come here on a full scholarship. But Charlotte 
soon learns that for the upper-crust coeds of Dupont, sex, Cool, and kegs trump academic achievement every time. As 
Charlotte encounters Dupont's elite - her roommate, Beverly, a fleshy, privileged Brahmin in lusty pursuit of lacrosse 
players; Jojo Johanssen, the only white starting player on Dupont's godlike basketball team; the Young Turk of Saint 
Ray fraternity, Hoyt Thorpe, whose heady sense of entitlement and social domination is clinched by his accidental 
brawl with a bodyguard for the governor of California; and Adam Gellin, one of the Millennium Mutants who run the 
university's 'independent' newspaper and who consider themselves the last bastion of intellectual endeavour on 
campus - she gains a new, revelatory sense of her own power, that of her difference and of her very innocence. But 
little does she realize that she will act as a catalyst in all of their lives..de .com Exclusive Content Product Description: 
Dupont University--the Olympian halls of learning housing the cream of America's youth, the roseate Gothic spires 
and manicured lawns suffused with tradition... Or so it appears to beautiful, brilliant Charlotte Simmons, a sheltered 
freshman from North Carolina. But Charlotte soon learns, to her mounting dismay, that for the uppercrust coeds of 
Dupont, sex, Cool, and kegs trump academic achievement every time. As Charlotte encounters Dupont's privileged 
elite--her roommate, Beverly, a Groton-educated Brahmin in lusty pursuit of lacrosse players; Jojo Johanssen, the only 
white starting player on Dupont's godlike basketball team, whose position is threatened by a hotshot black freshman 
from the projects; the Young Turk of Saint Ray fraternity, Hoyt Thorpe, whose heady sense of entitlement and social 
domination is clinched by his accidental brawl with a bodyguard for the governor of California; and Adam Geller, one 
of the Millennial Mutants who run the university's "independent" newspaper and who consider themselves the last 
bastion of intellectual endeavor on the sex-crazed, jock-obsessed campus--she gains a new, revelatory sense of her 
own power, that of her difference and of her very innocence, but little does she realize that she will act as a catalyst in 
all of their lives. With his signature eye for detail, Tom Wolfe draws on extensive observation of campuses across the 
country to immortalize college life in the '00s. I Am Charlotte Simmons is the much-anticipated triumph of America's 
master chronicler. Tom Wolfe Talks About I Am Charlotte Simmons In I Am Charlotte Simmons, Tom Wolfe 
masterfully chronicles college sports, fraternities, keggers, coeds, and sex--all through the eyes of the titular Simmons, 
a bright and beautiful freshman at the fictional Dupont University. Listen to an .com exclusive audio clip of Wolfe 
talking about his new novel. Listen to Tom Wolfe Talk About I Am Charlotte Simmons Tom Wolfe Timeline 1931: 
Thomas Kennerly Wolfe, Jr. born in Richmond, VA, on March 2. Wolfe later attends Washington and Lee University 
(BA, English, 1951), and Yale University (Ph.D., American Studies, 1957). 1956: Wolfe begins working as a reporter 
in Springfield, MA, Washington, D.C., then finally New York City, writing feature articles for major newspapers, as 
well as New York and Esquire magazines. Not satisfied with the conventions of newspaper reporting at the time, 
Wolfe experiments with using the techniques of fiction writing in his news articles. Wolfe's newspaper career spans a 
decade. 1963: After being sent by Esquire to research a story about the custom car world in Southern California, 
Wolfe returns to New York with ideas, but no article. Upon telling his editor he cannot write it, the editor suggests he 
send his notes and someone else will. Wolfe stays up all night, types 49 pages, and turns it in the next morning. Later 
that day, the editor calls to tell Wolfe they are cutting the salutation off the top of the memorandum, printing the rest 
as-is. Thus, New Journalism was arguably born, whereby writing and storytelling techniques previously utilized only 
in fiction were radically applied to nonfiction. Straight reporting pieces now were free to include: the author's 
perceptions and experience, shifting perspectives, the use of jargon and slang, the reconstruction of events and 
conversations. 1965: Farrar, Straus, and Giroux publish Wolfe's first collection of nonfiction stories displaying his 
newfound reporting techniques: The Kandy-Kolored Tangerine-Flake Streamline Baby. The book cements Wolfe's 
place as a prominent stylist of the New Journalism movement. 1968: The Pump House Gang and The Electric Kool-
Aid Acid Test (No. 91 on National 's 100 Best Nonfiction Books of the Twentieth Century) publish on the same day, 
and together provide an up-close portrait and exploration of the hippie culture of the 1960s (by following the novelist 
Ken Kesey and his entourage of LSD enthusiasts), and the cultural change occurring at a seminal point in U.S. social 
history. 1970: Radical Chic Mau-Mauing the Flak Catchers is published. This collection underscores racial divide in 
America, including an am using story about the socialites of New York City seeking out black liberation groups as 
guests, focusing on the conductor Leonard Bernstein's party with the Black Panthers in attendance at his Park Avenue 
duplex. (No. 35 on National 's 100 Best Nonfiction Books of the Twentieth Century .) 1976: Wolfe labels the 1970s 
"The Me Decade" in his collection of essays, Mauve Gloves Madmen, Clutter Vine. Wolfe illustrates the 
bookthroughout. 1979: The Right Stuff is published. Depicting the status, structure, exploits, and ethics of daredevil 
pilots at the forefront of rocket and aircraft technology, as well as the beginnings of the space program and the 
pioneering NASA astronauts who were the first Americans to land on the moon, the book receives the National Book 



Award in 1980. An Academy Award-winning film is made from the book in 1983. 1987: With publication of his first 
novel, The Bonfire of the Vanities--serialized in Rolling Stone magazine--Wolfe pens one of the bestselling and 
definitive novels of the 1980s, continuing his social criticism and ability to capture the lives and preoccupations of 
Americans, one generation at a time. Wolfe receives a record $5 million for movie rights to the novel and, despite the 
success of the book, the film fails at the box office. 1998: A Man in Full, Wolfe's second novel, is published to mixed 
criticism, yet garners favor as a 1998 National Book Award Finalist. Here, Wolfe aims his sights on the Atlanta, GA, 
elite, trophy wives, and real estate developers, continuing to comment on racial issues and the chasm in socioeconomic 
status in America. 2000: Hooking Up, a collection of essays, reviews, profiles, and the novella, Ambush at Fort Bragg, 
is published. 2004: On November 9, Wolfe's third novel, I Am Charlotte Simmons, set at the fictional Dupont 
University, is published..c om .com Exclusive Content Product Description: Dupont University--the Olympian halls of 
learning housing the cream of America's youth, the roseate Gothic spires and manicured lawns suffused with 
tradition... Or so it appears to beautiful, brilliant Charlotte Simmons, a sheltered freshman from North Carolina. But 
Charlotte soon learns, to her mounting dismay, that for the uppercrust coeds of Dupont, sex, Cool, and kegs trump 
academic achievement every time. As Charlotte encounters Dupont's privileged elite--her roommate, Beverly, a 
Groton-educated Brahmin in lusty pursuit of lacrosse players; Jojo Johanssen, the only white starting player on 
Dupont's godlike basketball team, whose position is threatened by a hotshot black freshman from the projects; the 
Young Turk of Saint Ray fraternity, Hoyt Thorpe, whose heady sense of entitlement and social domination is clinched 
by his accidental brawl with a bodyguard for the governor of California; and Adam Geller, one of the Millennial 
Mutants who run the university's "independent" newspaper and who consider themselves the last bastion of intellectual 
endeavor on the sex-crazed, jock-obsessed campus--she gains a new, revelatory sense of her own power, that of her 
difference and of her very innocence, but little does she realize that she will act as a catalyst in all of their lives. With 
his signature eye for detail, Tom Wolfe draws on extensive observation of campuses across the country to immortalize 
college life in the '00s. I Am Charlotte Simmons is the much-anticipated triumph of America's master chronicler. Tom 
Wolfe Talks About I Am Charlotte Simmons In I Am Charlotte Simmons, Tom Wolfe masterfully chronicles college 
sports, fraternities, keggers, coeds, and sex--all through the eyes of the titular Simmons, a bright and beautiful 
freshman at the fictional Dupont University. Listen to an .com exclusive audio clip of Wolfe talking about his new 
novel. Listen to Tom Wolfe Talk About I Am Charlotte Simmons Tom Wolfe Timeline 1931: Thomas Kennerly 
Wolfe, Jr. born in Richmond, VA, on March 2. Wolfe later attends Washington and Lee University (BA, English, 
1951), and Yale University (Ph.D., American Studies, 1957). 1956: Wolfe begins working as a reporter in Springfield, 
MA, Washington, D.C., then finally New York City, writing feature articles for major newspapers, as well as New 
York and Esquire magazines. Not satisfied with the conventions of newspaper reporting at the time, Wolfe 
experiments with using the techniques of fiction writing in his news articles. Wolfe's newspaper career spans a decade. 
1963: After being sent by Esquire to research a story about the custom car world in Southern California, Wolfe returns 
to New York with ideas, but no article. Upon telling his editor he cannot write it, the editor suggests he send his notes 
and someone else will. Wolfe stays up all night, types 49 pages, and turns it in the next morning. Later that day, the 
editor calls to tell Wolfe they are cutting the salutation off the top of the memorandum, printing the rest as-is. Thus, 
New Journalism was arguably born, whereby writing and storytelling techniques previously utilized only in fiction 
were radically applied to nonfiction. Straight reporting pieces now were free to include: the author's perceptions and 
experience, shifting perspectives, the use of jargon and slang, the reconstruction of events and conversations. 1965: 
Farrar, Straus, and Giroux publish Wolfe's first collection of nonfiction stories displaying his newfound reporting 
techniques: The Kandy-Kolored Tangerine-Flake Streamline Baby. The book cements Wolfe's place as a prominent 
stylist of the New Journalism movement. 1968: The Pump House Gang and The Electric Kool-Aid Acid Test (No. 91 
on National 's 100 Best Nonfiction Books of the Twentieth Century) publish on the same day, and together provide an 
up-close portrait and exploration of the hippie culture of the 1960s (by following the novelist Ken Kesey and his 
entourage of LSD enthusiasts), and the cultural change occurring at a seminal point in U.S. social history. 1970: 
Radical Chic Mau-Mauing the Flak Catchers is published. This collection underscores racial divide in America, 
including an am using story about the socialites of New York City seeking out black liberation groups as guests, 
focusing on the conductor Leonard Bernstein's party with the Black Panthers in attendance at his Park Avenue duplex. 
(No. 35 on National 's 100 Best Nonfiction Books of the Twentieth Century .) 1976: Wolfe labels the 1970s "The Me 
Decade" in his collection of essays, Mauve Gloves Madmen, Clutter Vine. Wolfe illustrates the bookthroughout. 1979: 
The Right Stuff is published. Depicting the status, structure, exploits, and ethics of daredevil pilots at the forefront of 
rocket and aircraft technology, as well as the beginnings of the space program and the pioneering NASA astronauts 
who were the first Americans to land on the moon, the book receives the National Book Award in 1980. An Academy 
Award-winning film is made from the book in 1983. 1987: With publication of his first novel, The Bonfire of the 
Vanities--serialized in Rolling Stone magazine--Wolfe pens one of the bestselling and definitive novels of the 1980s, 
continuing his social criticism and ability to capture the lives and preoccupations of Americans, one generation at a 
time. Wolfe receives a record $5 million for movie rights to the novel and, despite the success of the book, the film 
fails at the box office. 1998: A Man in Full, Wolfe's second novel, is published to mixed criticism, yet garners favor as 



a 1998 National Book Award Finalist. Here, Wolfe aims his sights on the Atlanta, GA, elite, trophy wives, and real 
estate developers, continuing to comment on racial issues and the chasm in socioeconomic status in America. 2000: 
Hooking Up, a collection of essays, reviews, profiles, and the novella, Ambush at Fort Bragg, is published. 2004: On 
November 9, Wolfe's third novel, I Am Charlotte Simmons, set at the fictional Dupont University, is published. 


