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Von Ralph Ellison : Invisible Man (Penguin Modern Classics)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not 
it would be worth my time, and all praised Invisible Man (Penguin Modern Classics): 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen4 von 4 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Much 
more than meets the eyeVon mrgrieves08Although this is a fairly long work, I consider it one of the richest books I 
have ever read. In terms of sheer information and hidden subversiveness, this book is a rare treat for those who like to 
dig deep beneath the surfaces and find what is hidden there. This is not merely a work about an alienated black male, it 
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is also the story of American history, and the racism that has been ever present, both on the surface, and veiled under 
harmless guise tradition. The fact that Ellison produced such a strong critique of American society, and was able to get 
it published, is a miracle in itself. 'Invisible Man' is a powerful statement against the dehumanizing effects of racism in 
America. Through elaborate symbolism and metaphor Ellison goes about the huge task of trying to expose the rampant 
institutional and societal racism that existed in practically every corner of American culture. Through the anonymous 
character of the Invisible Man, we are taken on a tour that begins in the outwardly racist South and ends in the 
supposedly progressive city of New York and Harlem. What The Invisible Man discovers about America in his 
journey is both a powerful commentary, and harsh indictment on the nature of human ignorance and hatred. This is 
certainly not an easy read, because of the threat of censorship Ellison was forced to submerge his subversive message 
under the appearance of mild criticism. The result is an extremely deep and complex text, which often is imbued with 
double-meaning, allusion, and symbolism. One is amazed at the ingenuity and inventedness that Ellison employed in 
this work, and equally impressed at the final result. This book is proof that people can overcome racism, prejudice, and 
hatered, and yet is it disheartening to see what lengths Ellison had to go in order to simply voice his opinion, which 
implicitly affects the readers of his novel as well. Although he was able to get his message published, he was forced to 
do so under a veil of darkness, one that has effectively muffled his message to a portion of his readers. Consequently, 
his triumph is only partial and bittersweet. There are many things in this book that are easily missed, it is one that 
requires much thought and investigative inquiry. "Invisible Man" is best to be read more than once, while keeping in 
mind the subversive nature of Ellison's critique, and the extreme methods he was forced to employ in doing so. If this 
is done his message will continue to be heard, which is an important voice of our American past. This book is a joy to 
read and provides invaluable insight to a era of history that most people know little about. In my estimation Invisible 
Man is one of the greatest books ever written in the English language.0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension 
hilfreich. Great bookVon S. D. TysonThis book was very good. I could relate to the anonomous protagonist's struggle 
to find himself. At the beging of the novel, i hated him. He was so worried about pleasing people, white people in 
particular. but at the End of the novel he realized that the only person he needed to worry about pleasing was his self. 
He leard how to not distort himself to fit other people's molds.1 von 1 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension 
hilfreich. A very special book of lifeVon Elsie Jordan JinikWhile I was reading Invisible Man from Ralph Ellison, my 
heart did not once stop feeling every single word which I registered.The ups and downs gone through by his 
protagonist in this book , starting from the treatment the young boy received in the Town Hall where he was to deliver 
his speech ,to his joy of being in a university ,later to the unfair dismissal from it, to his experiences up north ,his life 
in the Brotherhood and his choice of "hibernation", every single detail, is so alive and present that I often wondered if 
this book weren't a biography of a real person. Ellison opens the door for everyone to enter and to be confronted with 
all the problems(fear,uncertainty,injustice) one inevitably has to face when one is different in terms of skincolour. 
Ellison does not leave any impression that he condemns or despises,instead leads you by the hand and allows you to 
see things that you often do not see. Do not recognze. All in all ,this is a book which I will always treasure because of 
all the strength,will and beauty it emits. A precious find to all those who are willing to hear,listen and learn. Out of the 
prologue ".. It is sometimes advantageous to be unseen, although it is most often rather wearing on the nerves...You 
wonder whether you aren't simply a phantom in other people's minds...It's when you feel like this that,out of 
resentment,you begin to bump people back.And let me confess, you feel that way most of the time.You ache with the 
need to convince yourself that you do exist in the real world,.. and you strike out with your fists,you curse and you 
swear to make them recognize you.And ,alas, it's seldom successful." And out of the epilogue " ..In going 
underground, I whipped it all except the mind, the mind. And the mind that has conceived a plan of living must never 
lose sight of the chaos against which that pattern was conceived...I'm shaking off the old skin and I'll leave it here in 
the hole...And I suppose it's damn well time."

Kurzbeschreibung'One of the most important American novels of the twentieth century' The Times'It is sometimes 
advantageous to be unseen, although it is most often rather wearing on the nerves'Ralph Ellison's blistering and 
impassioned first novel tells the extraordinary story of a man invisible 'simply because people refuse to see me'. 
Published in 1952 when American society was in the cusp of immense change, the powerfully depicted adventures of 
Ellison's invisible man - from his expulsion from a Southern college to a terrifying Harlem race riot - go far beyond 
the story of one individual to give voice to the experience of an entire generation of black Americans.This edition 
includes Ralph Ellison's introduction to the thirtieth anniversary edition of Invisible Man, a fascinating account of the 
novel's seven-year gestation.With an Introduction by John F. Callahan'Brilliant' Saul Bellow.deFirst published in 1952, 
Invisible Man revealed the pain of a black man's existence in a white world. It was shocking then, but remains 
important literature today. It is the story of a young man's journey--through the Deep South to the streets of Harlem, 
through events and experiences that range from tortured to macabre. As he moves through time, he learns about the 
black world, the white world, and a world of his own. His passage is a frightening but at the same time enlightening 



pilgrimage, for the Invisible Man and for all of us..comWe rely, in this world, on the visual aspects of humanity as a 
means of learning who we are. This, Ralph Ellison argues convincingly, is a dangerous habit. A classic from the 
moment it first appeared in 1952, Invisible Man chronicles the travels of its narrator, a young, nameless black man, as 
he moves through the hellish levels of American intolerance and cultural blindness. Searching for a context in which 
to know himself, he exists in a very peculiar state. "I am an invisible man," he says in his prologue. "When they 
approach me they see only my surroundings, themselves, or figments of their imagination--indeed, everything and 
anything except me." But this is hard-won self-knowledge, earned over the course of many years. As the book gets 
started, the narrator is expelled from his Southern Negro college for inadvertently showing a white trustee the reality 
of black life in the south, including an incestuous farmer and a rural whorehouse. The college director chastises him: 
"Why, the dumbest black bastard in the cotton patch knows that the only way to please a white man is to tell him a lie! 
What kind of an education are you getting around here?" Mystified, the narrator moves north to New York City, where 
the truth, at least as he perceives it, is dealt another blow when he learns that his former headmaster's recommendation 
letters are, in fact, letters of condemnation. What ensues is a search for what truth actually is, which proves to be 
supremely elusive. The narrator becomes a spokesman for a mixed-race band of social activists called "The 
Brotherhood" and believes he is fighting for equality. Once again, he realizes he's been duped into believing what he 
thought was the truth, when in fact it is only another variation. Of the Brothers, he eventually discerns: "They were 
blind, bat blind, moving only by the echoed sounds of their voices. And because they were blind they would destroy 
themselves.... Here I thought they accepted me because they felt that color made no difference, when in reality it made 
no difference because they didn't see either color or men." Invisible Man is certainly a book about race in America, 
and sadly enough, few of the problems it chronicles have disappeared even now. But Ellison's first novel transcends 
such a narrow definition. It's also a book about the human race stumbling down the path to identity, challenged and 
successful to varying degrees. None of us can ever be sure of the truth beyond ourselves, and possibly not even there. 
The world is a tricky place, and no one knows this better than the invisible man, who leaves us with these chilling, 
provocative words: "And it is this which frightens me: Who knows but that, on the lower frequencies, I speak for 
you?" --Melanie Rehak 


