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KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionenl von 1 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. The start
of afantastic lifeVon Tanja Kinkel Set during the later years of the French Revolution and the start of Napoleon's


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B007EDOTOE

Empire, thisisthe story of Elza, akalda St. EIme, a young adventuress - or rather | should say it is the beginning of
her story, the first volume of several about her long and exciting life that had her go, as the author once put it, from
party girl to the Napeoleonic equivalent of Judi Dench's M. Elza - who isahistorical character, not an invented one -
starts out in the kind of trap which you'd think doomed her in her era - married to a man who was after her money and
ruthless enough to abduct and "seduce" her at age 12, two children before she grows up herself, no family support
because her mother never got over the death of Elza's brother Charles when they were children and only accepts Elza
when she's playing said brother. But Elza decides this won't be her life any longer. Her story is one of constant
transformation - mistress, actress (she's not very good at it, but it helps paying the rent), con woman, soldier - and one
in which apparant disadvantages are turned around. Being able to be "Charles' becomes part of her identity and
freedom instead of away to deal with her mother. Taking ajob as afake oracle in order to make some cash allows her
to discover she actually does have psychic abilities, though thisisn't easy for her to accept; being a child of the
Enlightenment, Elzais a natural skeptic. (Thisisaso what makes Elza's story part of the world created in the author's
other novels, all set in different eras and based on the premise of reincarnation, though each novel also tellsits own
story.) Sex can be acommodity to trade with or ajoy; it becomes her choice. Speaking of sex, the novel isn't coy about
its sex scenes, and manages something that unfortunately not that many erotic scenes accomplish: make them (an
important) part of the characterisation of the people involved instead of feeling random and interchangable with, asthe
saying goes Any Two Guys (or Gals).Something else: rare (though not unheard of) for aheroinein anovel isthat Elza
really isleaving her children behind in order to achieve her own freedom (and with her detested husband). Most fiction
in any media has the ability to be aa good mother who puts her child(ren) above everything as a make or break
criterium for the likeability of afemale character. (Whereas male characters who are lousy fathers but in other ways
sympathetic are as common as dirt.) So letting Elza do this and not trying to excuse it, but also not punishing her
narratively for it, was an unusual and | think honest narrative choice on the part of the author.Lastly, Elza starts out
having little to no interest in politics, no matter of which country, and then slowly and surely comes to care because
the system of the society she livesin affects her directly. By the end of the novel, she's gone from drifter to active
participant, and we get an inkling how she might end up as alegendary spy. | can't wait to read her further adventures
in print!

KurzbeschreibungA Dutch woman flees her marriage to become a courtesan against the backdrop of the French
Revolution in this steamy historical novel described as Girl with a Pearl Earring meets Dangerous Liaisons.Libert,
Egalit, Sensudlit. . . . Asaspirit of change overturns Europes old order, strong-willed Elzelina Versfelt enters her own
age of revolution. Married as aromantic young girl to a man who wanted only her money, but neither loves nor desires
her, Elzarefuses to be chained any longer. Leaving Amsterdam, her marriage, and her home, she flees to Francewhere
the old rules no longer apply, debauchery isnot asin. . . and nothing isforbidden. Y et Elzafinds herself bound in a
new way, to the ambitious General Moreau. And while they share pleasure, pain, and carnal adventures, she dreams of
another man, an unruly red-haired soldier she first saw in the promise of a Tarot card. Drawn by this half-real, half-
imagined hero, Elza defies her relationship with Moreau, and begins a perilous search across war-torn Europe. . . . But
will this woman with the instincts of a survivor, the passion of a courtesan, and the gift of second sight ever find the
destiny for which she hasrisked it all? This stunning novel blends history with the language of the heart to tell a
sensua story of an era of upheaval . . . and of the clamoring, dangerous desires of a womans soul.K urzbeschreibungA
Dutch woman flees her marriage to become a courtesan against the backdrop of the French Revolution in this steamy
historical novel described as Girl with a Pearl Earring meets Dangerous Liaisons.Libert, Egalit, Sensualit. . . . Asa
spirit of change overturns Europes old order, strong-willed Elzelina Versfelt enters her own age of revolution. Married
as aromantic young girl to a man who wanted only her money, but neither loves nor desires her, Elzarefuses to be
chained any longer. Leaving Amsterdam, her marriage, and her home, she flees to Francewhere the old rules no longer
apply, debauchery isnot asin . . . and nothing is forbidden. Y et Elza finds herself bound in anew way, to the
ambitious General Moreau. And while they share pleasure, pain, and carnal adventures, she dreams of another man, an
unruly red-haired soldier she first saw in the promise of a Tarot card. Drawn by this half-real, half-imagined hero, Elza
defies her relationship with Moreau, and begins a perilous search across war-torn Europe. . . . But will this woman
with the instincts of a survivor, the passion of a courtesan, and the gift of second sight ever find the destiny for which
she hasrisked it all? This stunning novel blends history with the language of the heart to tell a sensual story of an era
of upheaval . . . and of the clamoring, dangerous desires of a womans soul.ber den Autor und weitere MitwirkendeJo
Graham is the author of the critically acclaimed historical fantasies Black Ships, Hand of Isis, and Stealing Fire.



