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short one for the greatest fans of the "China Papers",...Von Miki101.Micha ... written by Peter May. This is a relatively 
dry and dull descripted murder investigation involving a young girl.The most interesting aspect here is definitively the 
cultural one. It is all about the strange marital rite from China's past: the Minghun, or Ghost Marriage.When in certain 
rural regions of China a young man dies unmarried, he will not be happy in the afterworld. No-one to serve him! But 
those ritual is maintained by very ancient-minded families in the 15-million-people capital Beijing. So if possible, the 
corpse of a young woman that recently died is bought by the grieving parents of the husband-to-be. Often involved in 
those macabre "transactions" are marriage agencies, with good connections to hospital mortuary or crematory 
personal.A fitting body can cost about 1.200 US Dollars! A very high price in China, but the highest price in THIS 
bargain payed the girl that was murdered to fulfill the creepy role.Chief Inspector Li Yan and American pathologist 
Margaret Campbell - well-known heroes of Peter May's 6 previous China thrillers, return in this short story. Which 
goes from a missing-person case straight to a murder investigation. One step after an other the Section Chief Li comes 
always closer to the person who killed and sold the poor girl. And the solution was - after a certain point - almost 
palpable for me. Horrible, but my worst fears came true!The story is not a must-read. It is short and a bit forseeable, 
sorry. And the price for those 96 pages - a real short story - is a bit on the high side with Euro 5,99 - my personal 
opinion. For that price You buy a whole book, normally. But that has to decide everyone for theirselves...
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