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KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen8 von 8 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Filled
with Humorous Situations!Von Donald MitchelllIf you haven't read any other books in the series, don't start with this
one! Why? Most of the plot'simpact relies on long-standing character and relationship devel opments developed in the
prior seven books. Alexander McCall Smith does afine job of referencing those histories, but the impact won't be the
same without having read about those eventsin the earlier books. Thisis particularly important to the extreme sense of
fun that the book can bring to you.The theme of this book could be summarized in the humorous Joel Osteen
aphorism, "The grass may look greener on the other side of the fence, but it still has to be mowed." Precious
Ramotswe's world is turned upside down when many of those closest to her decide that they want changes in their
lives. Her husband, Mr. J.L.B. Matekoni, wantsto take aturn at being a detective. Mma. Makutsi, her able assistant, is
increasingly restive as she looks forward to marriage to the wealthy Phutti Radiphutti and doesn't see herself in the
assistant role any more. In fact, she decides she wants a new job! The woman-chasing Charlie decides to drop out of
his apprenticeship with Mr. J.L.B. Matekoni and start his own taxi business. Never has Precious faced so many
changes in those who are closest to her since her father, Obed Ramotswe, died.Talk about a great set-up for a book.
Wow!Obviously, lifeisn't as easy to change as that. Y ou have to know how to work with clients and detect in order to
be a detective. The easy-going Mr. J.L.B. Matekoni is easily cowed by his client, the very rude Mma. Botumile. In
fact, he just follows her direction.Mma. Makutsi has forgotten that most offices in Botswana want to hire help for their
appearance rather than for their skill. She also forgets that much of what she does with Precious is prepare teaand
chat.Charlie would probably be fine as ataxi driver, aslong as there aren't any women to look at. Put a woman near
him, and al bets are off!Like the better books in the series, The Good Husband of Zebra Drive has several mysteriesin
it:1. Patients on ventilators in the same hospital bed have unexpectedly died on three different Fridays. The ventilators
check out and no one can think of any explanation for what has happened.2. Mma. Botumile feels that her husband has
taken up with another woman and wants to know who her rival is.3. Valuable supplies are being stolen from a printing
company. The owner thinks she knows who the thief is, but lacks proof.Only the first of these mysteries provides
satisfaction for the mystery fan. The other two mysteries are mere backdrops for character development.As the book
ended, | found myself alittle disappointed by the facile resolutions (albeit humorous) put forward for the three seekers
desires to take a step up. | had hoped for more in those plot developments.So the ending left me feeling that the
promise of the book's premise hadn't really been met as well as | would have liked.But none of the stories has more
funny situationsinit. You'll be laughing aloud throughout the book . . . especialy if you enjoy Mma. Makutsi's
fascination with shoes.Y ou won't put the book down. | started late and stayed up until 1 am. to finish. | was smiling as
| did.7 von 7 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Das Leben in BotswanaV on Elfriede WernerWenn
Englisch fr Sie eine Fremdsprache ist, und Sie von einem "Krimi" nicht erwarten, dass Sie auf jeder Seite des Buches
eine Gnsehaut bekommen und vor Spannung nicht mehr aufhren knnen zu lesen, dann sind Sie bei Alexander McCall
Smith und den 'No 1 Ladies Detective Agency'Bchern gut aufgehoben. Geschichten aus dem Leben im heutigen
Botswana und Hinweise auf die Tradition des Landes, liebenswrdige, gute Protagonisten, dargeboten in klassischem,
nur mittel schwerem Englisch,sind die Zutaten fr diese entspannende, in vieler Hinsicht lehrreiche Lektre.4 von 4
Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Three stumbling stepsVon Stephen A. HainesM ma Grace Makutsi
enjoys shopping. New dresses are a fine thing to buy, but for Grace, shoes are nearly an obsession. While most people
are limited in their available shopping times, Grace has a bit more flexibility. One day, she follows her impulse to visit
the shops. What follows is a cascade of events with unexpected results. Among other things, it brings on a clash with
her employer, Mma Precious Ramotswe of The No. 1 Ladies Detective Agency. The confrontation is rather intense for
two such mild-mannered ladies, but the success of the business may be at stake - as well as the type of lifepath each
lady will follow. Grace makes a decision regarding her future. It'sthe first of several mis-steps that occur in this
tale.McCall Smith may have reached a new peak with this book. Each character seems enlarged through this volume -
particularly when compared to the earlier works. Mr. J.L.B. Matekoni, proprietor of the Tlokweng Road Speedy
Motors facility - which also houses the Agency - takes on aricher role here. As Precious husband, heis challenged as
never before, as a man and as a mentor. The author grants him more introspective opportunities, and we learn even
more about him than the earlier books conveyed. Even Charlie the apprentice mechanic becomes something more than
just an aggravation to both Mr Matekoni and Grace. For one thing, Charlie has also determined to enlarge hisrole - in
unexpected ways. It, too, proves adifficult, almost tragic, step in the wrong direction.The "mysteries’ the Agency
must resolve are of the usual type. There is the suspected unfaithful husband. A printing shop is being victimised by
one of its own employees. And in distant Mochudi, patients in the local hospital have died under mysterious
circumstances. Mochudi, of course, isaspecia place to Mma Ramotswe, and she must travel there to investigate this
bizarre circumstance. Meanwhile, Mr J.L.B. Matekoni has taken it upon himself to address the adultery issue with
surprising results. Is he going to become a detective instead of keeping to his beloved mechanic's role?McCall Smith
seems to add triumph upon triumph in this series. His ability to depict charactersis unexcelled, brought here to new
heights. He has aready given vivid life portrayals to both Precious and Grace. They are more fully revealed in this
book. The added thoughts and feelings of Mr J.L.B. Matekoni are especially moving. Although most of these novels
may be read without reference to the other works, this one's value cannot be fully embraced without having at least the



first one under the reader's belt. [stephen a. haines - Ottawa, Canadal

KurzbeschreibungAs winter turns to spring across the red earth, acaciatrees and slow green rivers of Botswana, all is
not quite as it should be on Zebra Drive, home to Mma Ramotswe and her beloved husband Mr J. L. B. Matekoni. At
the No.1 Ladies Detective Agency there are the usual number of cases to be pursued, from persistent theft at Teenie
Magama's printing works to the rather more serious case of three suspicious deaths at the Mochudi hospital, but there
is discontent among the ranks. It is bad enough that Mr Matekoni's apprentice Charlie is off on another escapade and
Mma Makutsi's impending marriage threatens her happy working relationship with Mma Ramotswe. And when - in
trying to prove himself aworthy husband - Mr J. L. B. Matekoni himself decidesto try alittle detective work, disaster
looms. . .Tender, witty and wise, the latest instalment in the lives of Alexander McCall's Smith's extended Botswana
family instructs us with familiar modesty in the importance of trust, love, not judging by appearances and what really
makes a good hushand.From Publishers WeeklyStarred . Lisette Lecat doesn't smply portray the charactersin McCall
Smith's series about Botswana's No 1 Ladies Detective Agency and the Speedy Motors car repair service that
improbably share a building in the nation's capitol city: sheis Mma Ramotswe, that robust, throaty and ever-so-kind
detective. Lecat is also Ramotswe's husband, Mr. J.L.B. Matekoni, whose rumbling pronouncements sound as if they
originate in one of the beaten-down Mercedes he tenderly mends. Ramotswe's assistant, Mma Makutsi, makes her
caustic comments in a pencil-sharp voice. Even Makutsi's shoes, which offer advice to their wearer from time to time,
have a down-to-earth tone to them. Each volume of this series offers Lecat afew new characters to inhabit. She does
especially well with arude, shrill client who thinks her husband is cheating on her. Even though the series is becoming
abit repetitious, Lecat brings so much love and skill to her rendition of the characters that thiswill charm both old
fans and newcomers alike. Copyright Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights
reserved.From Booklist* Starred * Scotsman McCall Smith's best-selling novels featuring "traditionally built"
Botswana sleuth Precious Ramotswe continue to resonate with poignancy, wisdom, and wit. Fans of the series will
appreciate the deeper characterizations in this eighth entry, particularly that of Mma Ramotswe's bespectacled
assistant, Mma Makutsi, whose professional priorities seem to shift after her engagement to a wealthy man. McCall
Smith (whose vast opus includes the Isabel Dalhousie, 44 Scotland Street, and Portuguese Irregular Verb series) serves
up a compelling mystery, too, involving a series of patients who have died at the same time of the week in the same
hospital bed. Thistime around, Mma Ramotswe's devoted husband (and first-class mechanic) J. L. B. Matekoni also
tries his hand at the detective business, catering to arude client who suspects her husband of infidelity. The case
prompts Mr. Matekoni to wonder whether he's exciting enough for his cherished wife. Of course, no matter what
dramas the day brings, Mma Ramotswe always has time to enjoy a cup of red bush tea and revel in the beauty of her
native land. Peace and prosperity prevail in Botswana, where McCall Smith, who was born in Zimbabwe, spent time
as aprofessor of law. The No. 1 Ladies Detective Agency seriesis hislove letter to a country whose salubrious
climate is matched by the warmth and humanity of its people. Allison BlockCopyright American Library Association.
All rights reserved



