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Von Pat Conroy : The Great Santini: A Novel (English Edition) before purchasing it in order to gage whether or
not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Great Santini: A Novel (English Edition):

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste KundenrezensionenO von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich.
Psychogramm einer OffiziersfamilieVon kyrrdis'Der groe Santini* erzhlt von einem Jahr aus dem Leben einer
Offiziersfamiliein den USA, Anfang der 60er. Lieutenant Colonel "Bull" Meecham ist ein groartiger Pilot und guter
Offizier beim Marine Corps, aber ein frchterlicher Familienvater. Er behandelt seine Familie wie seine Untergebenen -


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B003Y3BCRU

schlimmer, denn Untergebene darf man nicht schlagen ... Vor allem sein ltester Sohn Ben, der, im Gegensatz zur
Itesten Tochter, ohnehin stets versucht, ihm alles recht zu machen, bekommt esimmer wieder ab.Man verabscheut
Bull fr seine Gewaltttigkeit und verachtet ihn fr seine Primitivitt. Geliebt werden kann dieser Mann nur von seinen
Freunden und Kameraden, die lediglich den coolen Piloten erleben. Und doch auch von seiner Familie, dazu
verdammt, in ewiger Haliebe zu ihm zu leben.Dennoch gelang Conroy am Ende des Romans das Kunststck, mich zu
meiner berraschung dazu zu bringen, von Bull emotional berhrt zu werden. Eine Meisterleistung, bei diesem
Charakter.Gewundert habe ich mich darber nur solange, bisich mich an die Widmung erinnert habe. Gewidmet ist das
Buch einer Mrs Conroy, "der besten aller Mtter", und einem Mr Conroy, "dem besten aller Marine-Corps-Piloten".
Das sagt eigentlich alles aus, und mag als Erklrung dienen, warum auch dieser Roman Conroys so authentisch und
bewegend klingt.Eine zeitweise verstrende, und dennoch fesselnde und bewegende Studie ber einen gewaltttigen
Familienvater, und die Mechanismen, die seine Familie entwickelt hat, um mit ihm zu leben.0 von 0 Kunden fanden
die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Life inside the fortress...VVon Stephen A. SkubinnaNobody has wrung more novels
from a dysfunctional family than Pat Conroy. In The Great Santinti he opens a window which may give anew and
unexpected view to many Americans, into the family life of a career military man. For those who have never lived
within the military, this book may seem bizarre and contrived. For those of us who did, it hits anerve - even for those
of us whose father was not an abusive borderline alcoholic fighter pilot. The sense of rootlessness, of being
disconnected from the rest of society is here. Military families live in a strange semisubmerged culture invisible to the
mainstream, and with the ending of the draft we have a generation of Americans who have never served and thus the
gap has widened. The only friendships we form are with other military people, for civilians, even in the towns outside
the main gate, are partialy alien and can never be part of the community. Conroy captures this, and superimposes
upon it the additional strains imposed by the father's domineering, macho, iron willed personality. Faceit, he's not
Gerald McRaney from Major Dad. No trying to understand the fears and dreams of his family, we do it by the book,
my way or no way, sir, yessir!!! Thereis stress between Colonel Santini and his neurotic southern belle wife, who
wants to ensure her children grow up with a gentle appreciation for life, with his son who wants desperately to please
his father but to do it by following his own path, and with hisintelligent but socially awkward daughter who being a
mere girl isnot qualified for the warrior life and thus doesn't count. The military life is hard enough, throwing in these
problems on top of it makes you wonder at the limits we accept in everyday life. Hard edged, disorienting, sometimes
ugly, thisbook isfor all veterans of the Cold War, active duty or dependents, who lived with the possibility that the
head of the family might be called upon to go off and die in someplace most of us couldn't locate on a globe (as an
aside | find that former military brats are much better at geography than most others - for one thing we got letters from
all those exotic locales)... Admiral Hyman Rickover once said military officers should be like a caste of warrior
priests... thisnovel is about that caste and the acolytes who also served. Pat Conroy once wrote elsewhere to the effect
that his father's job was to be afighter pilot, and his family's job was to provide that fighter pilot whenever the
govenrment called for him.1 von 1 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Conroy draws from his own
experiences to write "Santini".Von Ein KundePat Conroy's novel The Great Santini tells of the coming of age of Ben
Meechan. Ben, the oldest son of Bull and Lillian Meechan, isa clean cut, smart athlete. Bull, the Great Santini, isa
macho marine fighter pilot who istrying to relive his youth through his son Ben. Lillian is a naive southern belle who
is very passionate toward her children. Ben is scared of hisfather and he tries to protect the rest of hisfamily from
him. Ben movesto Ravenel, South Carolina during his junior year of high school. He makes afew friends and
becomes the star basketball player. This causes a conflict with his father who is never satisfied with his son's
achievements. Bull is called to go on aroutine flying mission to Florida. His plane crashes and Bull iskilled. At the
conclusion of the novel, Ben assumes the family responsibilities formerly held by Bull. The theme in this book is that
people show their love in different ways. Bull constantly nags the children and is overly intense because he is aways
trying to make them better. Lillian babies the children and wants the boys to be southern gentleman because she does
not want them to be like Bull. Ben and his sister, Mary Anne, argue constantly as many siblings do. After their father's
death, they show their love for each other by coming together as a family. Mr. Dacus, Ben's principal and basketball
coach, is aware of Ben's situation at home. He becomes protective of Ben and later hasto tell Ben about his father's
death. The main strength in this book is the great amount of detail. An example of thisis,"...sleeping as the car rolled
through vast wilderness and untransmissible lights." The characterization was also a strength. It is obvious that Bull is
very stern when the author says, "His voice could quiet a bar full of drunks during afight." Sammy, Ben's best friend,
showed his insecurity by usually telling his dates a false name. There were so many strengthsin this book that any
weaknesses would go unnoticed. The novel The Great Santini, by Pat Conroy, depicts the adolescent life of Ben
Meechan as though the reader were part of the story. It is easy to understand the life that a Marine family must endure;
the constant moving, having to always make new friends and the fear of your father never returning from a mission.
Ben's emotions could be felt in the excitement on the court and the fear of hisfather. Ben'sinternal conflict is
accurately depicted in the manner in which he deals with his father's death. Conroy is able to write this story so well
becauseit is based on a part of hislife. He actually moved to Beaufort (Ravenel), South Carolina during his junior
year of high school. He was very upset at having to move one more time. His mother, whom he loved dearly, told him,



"Go out and make this town your town." Conroy has lived and traveled all over the world, but he still calls Beaufort
home. Conroy was the star basketball player for his high school and attended The Citadel on a basketball scholarship.
His father would never let him take a typing class because he thought that typing classes were only for girls. Conroy
says that this has proven to be the most expensive thing his father has ever doneto him. To this day he still cannot
type. He writes his manuscripts in longhand and must pay to have them typed.

KurzbeschreibungPat Conroys New Y ork Timesbestselling coming-of-age novel about a sons struggle to escape the
domineering expectations of his volatile military father Marine Col. Bull Meecham commands his home like a soldiers
barracks. Cold and controlling, but also loving, Bull has complicated relationships with each member of his familyin
particular, his eldest son, Ben. A born athlete who desperately seeks his fathers approval, Ben is determined to break
out from the colonels shadow. With guidance from teachers at his new school, he strives to find the courage to stand
up to his father once and for all. Inspired by Pat Conroys own difficult relationship with his father, The Great Santini
is a captivating and unflinching portrayal of modern family, and a moving novel of a son determined to become his
own man. PressestimmenReading Pat Conroy islike watching Michelangelo paint the Sistine Chapel .Houston
ChronicleRobust and vivid . . . full of feeling.Newsday Tender, raucous, often hilarious.BooklistA fine, funny,
brawling book.The National ObserverStinging authenticity . . . abook that wont quit.The Atlanta Journal[Pat] Conroy
has captured a different slice of Americain this funny, dramatic novel.Richmond News-L eaderConroy takes aim at
our darkest emotions, lets the arrow fly and hits the bulls-eye almost every time.Milwaukee Journal Sentinel From the
Trade Paperback edition.KurzbeschreibungPat Conroys New Y ork Timesbestselling coming-of-age novel about a sons
struggle to escape the domineering expectations of his volatile military father Marine Col. Bull Meecham commands
his home like a soldiers barracks. Cold and controlling, but also loving, Bull has complicated relationships with each
member of hisfamilyin particular, his eldest son, Ben. A born athlete who desperately seeks his fathers approval, Ben
is determined to break out from the colonels shadow. With guidance from teachers at his new school, he strivesto find
the courage to stand up to his father once and for all. Inspired by Pat Conroys own difficult relationship with his
father, The Great Santini is a captivating and unflinching portrayal of modern family, and a moving novel of ason
determined to become his own man.



