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Kurzbeschreibung'lt was evident, if there were no other entrance to the ice house, that the body had at some point
traversed thisthorny barrier . . . The big question was, how long ago? How long had that nightmare been there? The
people of Streech village had never trusted the three women living up at the Grange not since Phoebe Maybury's
husband suddenly, inexplicably, vanished. Ten years later a corpse is discovered in the grounds and Phoebe's
nightmare begins. For once they have identified the body the police are determined to charge her with murder . . . 'The
most impressive first novel in years Daily Telegraph 'A seductive writer with an imagination that makes her
dangerous to know' Sunday Express 'Terrific first novel with a high Rendellesque frisson count' The TimesFrom
Publishers WeeklyWalter's zinger of adebut deftly dissects the lives of three reclusive English women who become
the subject of censure and speculation during a murder investigation. After arotting corpse is found in the ice house of
Streech Grange, Chief Inspector Walsh sets out at once to prove it is the body of David Maybury, whom wife Phoebe
was suspected of murdering when he was reported missing years earlier. Since no body was ever found, Walsh
deduces that Maybury returned and was killed by Phoebe or one of her friends, Anne and Diane, who live with her at
the Grange. Detective Sgt. Alan McLoughlin, however, isn't so sure, especialy after the coroner says the dead man
was older than David and the local belief that the three women are alesbian menage a trois turns out to be untrue. But
McLoughlin can't understand why the Grange's residents make the investigation so difficult by refusing to answer
guestions and sometimes openly lying. Walters skillfully brings together the rel ationships between the women and the
policemen into a complicated but believable puzzle, which she solves with panache. Copyright 1992 Reed Business
Information, Inc.From Kirkus sTen years ago, Phoebe Maybury's hateful husband David disappeared from Streech
Grange after hiswife caught him in bed with their traumatized daughter Jane. Now a naked, unidentifiable corpse has
been discovered in the icehouse on the Grange, and Inspectors Walsh and McLoughlin have to decide whose it is,
whether he was murdered, and who killed him. The cozy British setup is countered by an unremitting ferocity of tone,
as Walsh--who planted the story years ago that Phoebe killed her husband--and McL oughlin slug it out with Phoebe
and her aggressively lesbian companions, interior designer Diana Goode and magazine writer Anne Cattrell. For good
measure, McLoughlin, stung by Anne's accurate taunts that he's fallen for her, also tangles with unblushing liar Maisie
Thompson, whose husband has done a bunk (could that corpse be his?); with hislong-unfaithful wife; with the village
gueer- bashers; and finally with Walsh himself. Unholy passions seethe inches beneath a proper surface: a brutal,
literate debut--especially welcome to fans of Ruth Rendell.(1) -- Copyright 1992, Kirkus Associates, LP. All rights
reserved.



