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Von Paul Scott : The Jewel In The Crown (The Raj Quartet) before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not
it would be worth my time, and all praised The Jewel In The Crown (The Rgj Quartet):

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen2 von 2 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Absolute
MagicVon Annika Sl truly envy the reader who yet has to come across The Ra) Quartet by Paul Scott. The four books
are absolutely fantastic. Beginning with "The Jewel in the Crown" one sets out on ajourney through the British
Empire'slast years of rulein India, and it is one magical trip. Scott portrays a group of people through the books, some


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B005F3GMAE

main and some minor characters, but all are described vividly and distinctly, and it is nearly impossible to stop reading
and follow these characters' destinies. The main story through which everything evolvesis the love affair between a
somewhat awkward English woman and a British top-school educated Indian, who has trouble finding his placein an
India he does not know. Their relationship is looked upon with disgust, above al from the Police Inspector Merrick,
one of the other leading characters through the four books. Merrick also has a soft spot for the English woman, Ms
Manners, and is outraged and humiliated by the fact that she would prefer this Indian, Hari Kumar. His anger is
naturally strengthened by Kumar's superior education and upbringing, his speaking English with areceived
pronuciation whereas Merrick himself has aworking-class background he desperately triesto hide.But thisis only one
of the stories that the books describe; there are many different characters and families that interact somewhat, we leap
forward and backward, some people meet each other, some don't -but it is all beautifully tied together to the backdrop
of the political instability that would eventually lead to the end of British rule. The books give, apart from superb story-
telling and interesting characters, a profound lesson in modern history in this part of the world. Scott is very objective
and as areader you develop both warm and resentful feelings to the British and the Indians alike. A superb read deeply
recommended.1 von 1 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. A brilliant workVon Debbie Terrill Thisis an
absolutely brilliant work. Read all 4 volumes -- don't stop with this first volume. Scott begins this volume with "...this
isthe story of arape..." Asthe work progresses the rape, and the people involved in it, become symbols of India, of the
Raj - and become much larger than mere characters.That said, the characterization is incredible -- even minor
characters who appear only briefly are cunningly sketched. The stories are gripping. | read all 4 volumesin about a
month. | just couldn't put it down. Finishing it, | was left knowing more -- and knowing less -- about India during the
decline of British rule. | think that is what Scott intended.0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. A
truly remarkable workVon Ein KundeThis novel, and the three following it, which together comprise the "Raj Quartet"
are not to be missed. The fascinating stories of a dozen or so people in Indiaduring the last years of British rule are
told from several different points of view throughout the entire series, and with each retelling, new impressions and
opinions are expressed by the characters. New information is also relayed each time, adding new layers and propelling
the story forward. The technical skill with which Scott manages to present so many different points of view aone
makes the series worth reading. The incidental history lesson provided also adds a great deal. But it is the literary skill
displayed that makes me rate these four novels near, if not at, the top of my list.Be warned - these are not easy reads,
especialy if your knowledge of India under British rule is aslimited as mine! The effort iswell worth it, however.

KurzbeschreibungBOOK ONE OF THE RAJQUARTETIndia1942: everything isin flux. World War Il has shown
that the British are not invincible and the self-rule lobby is gaining many supporters. Against this background, Daphne
Manners, ayoung English girl, is brutally raped in the Bibighat Gardens. The racism, brutality and hatred launched
upon the head of her young Indian lover echo the dreadful violence perpetrated on Daphne and reveal the desperate
state of Anglo-Indian relations. The rrift that will eventually prise India - the jewel in the Imperial Crown - from
colonial rule is beginning to gape wide..de"Ah no, waste no pity on young Kumar. Whatever he got while in the hands
of the police he deserved. And waste no pity on her either. She also got what she deserved." August 1942. World War
Il isreaching its apex, with the conflict consuming almost all of Asiaand Europe. In Southeast Asia, the Japanese
have driven the British army out of Burma and are threatening India, where Britain's beleaguered forces find
themselves facing an increasingly hostile Indian populace tired of decades of unfulfilled promises of freedom. On a
dark monsoonal night in the town of Mayapore, amid an outbreak of anti-British rioting, a gang of Indian men rape a
young British woman. Through this rape, we are introduced to a cast of characters engulfed and subsequently carried
away by the storm of events. Paul Scott's The Jewel in the Crown is part historical novel, part mystery, part love story,
part allegory. But to reduce it to any of these elementsisto missitsirony, poignancy, and beauty. Full of complex
characters and rich in atmosphere and symbolism, thisis anovel that works on many different levels. The events
unfold through the eyes of avaried cast of characters--both British and Indian--united by their inability to escape the
straightjacket of race and social roles, no matter their class, education, or political views. Thisis particularly
excruciating for the rape victim and the young Indian man accused of the crime. These two are drawn to each other by
their alienation from the roles they are expected to play. Englishwoman Daphne Manners finds herself increasingly
estranged from her countrymen, while Hari Kumar, an Indian who has lived in Britain for al but two years of hislife
and is so anglicized that he doesn't even speak Hindi, can't abide his native land. Their struggle with the identities and
constraints that society impaoses on them and the manifestations of their conflict form the core of the novel, providing
the timelessness and richness that make it one of the great novels of the 20th century. The Jewel in the Crown,
originally published in 1966, isthefirst of the Ra Quartet, the sweeping epic that |ooks at the collapse in the 1940s of
British rulein India. It was followed by The Day of the Scorpion, The Towers of Silence, and A Division of Spoils. --
Jonathan KingPressestimmenA mighty literary experience.The TimesQuite simply, monumental.Washington Post



