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KurzbeschreibungEvoking the past Mississippi in the early 1970s, a courtroom drama that's pulsating from start to 
finish.In 1970, The Ford County Times, one of Mississipi's more colourful weekly newspapers, went bankrupt. To the 
surprise and dismay of many, ownership was assumed by 23-year-old college drop-out, Willie Traynor. The future of 
the paper looked grim until a young mother was brutally raped and murdered by a member of the notorious Padgitt 
family. Traynor reported all the gruesome details, and his newspaper began to prosper.The murderer, Danny Padgitt, 
was tried before a packed courtroom in Clanton, Mississippi. The trial came to a startling, dramatic end when the 
defendant threatened revenge against the jurors if they convicted him. Nevertheless, they found him guilty, and he was 
sentenced to life in prison. But in Mississippi in 1970 'life' didn't necessarily mean 'life', and nine years later Danny 
Padgitt managed to get himself paroled. He returned to Ford County, and the retribution began..deLike many of John 
Grisham's better books, The Last Juror is at its best when evoking the past--Mississippi in the early 1970s--and less 
effective when constructing the bait-and-switch plotting with which he establishes a pointed argument about the law. 
When Danny Padgitt, part of a family of bootleggers who are effectively a large criminal conspiracy, is convicted of 
rape and murder, the jury cannot agree on the death penalty--and life sentences in this time and place are liable to be as 
little as nine years. Padgitt threatened the jury and when, once he is out, the jurors who heard his case start being 
executed, conclusions are there to be jumped to... Grisham is arguing that justice has to be seen to be done, rather than 
specifically for the death penalty or even life-means-life sentencing. Though his case is loaded, it is never entirely 
sentimentalised partly because these events are seen through the eyes of one of his most engaging narrators--a young 
Northern newspaper editor out to make a name and a fortune for himself, but also committed alike to the truth and a 
saintly African-American matriarch who serves on the Padgitt jury. This is a deeply populist book, but never a stupid 
one. --Roz Kaveney.co.ukLike many of John Grisham's better books, The Last Juror is at its best when evoking the 
past--Mississippi in the early 1970s--and less effective when constructing the bait-and-switch plotting with which he 
makes a pointed argument about the law. When Danny Padgitt (one of a family of bootleggers that is effectively a 
large criminal conspiracy) is convicted of rape and murder, the jury cannot agree on the death penalty--and life 
sentences in this time and place are liable to be as little as nine years. Padgitt threatens the jury and when, once he is 
out, the jurors who heard his case start being executed, conclusions are there to be jumped to... Grisham is arguing that 
justice has to be seen to be done, rather than specifically for the death penalty or even life-means-life sentencing. 
Though his case is loaded, it is never entirely sentimentalised partly because these events are seen through the eyes of 
one of his most engaging narrators--a young northern-newspaper editor out to make a name and a fortune for himself, 
but also committed to the truth and a saintly African-American matriarch who serves on the Padgitt jury. This is a 
deeply populist book, but never a stupid one. --Roz Kaveney 


